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Trustees’ Report for the Year Ended 31 March 2025 

 
 
1 HISTORY and BACKGROUND 
 
Dunfermline Athletic Disabled Supporters’ Club (DADSC) was set up in 2007 to 
organise travel to away games and to give disabled supporters of Dunfermline Athletic a 
voice, and after a few years where activity was limited, the Club was revived in 2016.  
Since 18 July 2018 DADSC has been a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation 
(SCIO), Registration No SC048550. This Trustees’ Report covers the period from 1 April 
2023 to 31 March 2024.   
 
Although DADSC and Dunfermline Athletic FC Ltd share a common interest in the 
activities of Dunfermline Athletic FC (DAFC), DADSC is completely independent of the 
football club, with its own constitution and governance run by Charity Trustees who are 
all long-term Pars supporters. 

 

2 GOVERNANCE 

On 1 April 2024 and throughout the year, the Charity Trustees and office-bearers were 
as follows, with the office-bearers elected from among themselves:  

Chair: Dave Nugent 
Treasurer: Timothy Curle 
Secretary: John Simpson (until 30 Sept 2024), Eddie Martin (from 30 Sept 2024) 
Membership Secretary: Timothy Curle 
Trustees: Nicola Campbell, David Laming, Eddie Martin (until 30 Sept 2024), Iain 
Bentley (from 30 Sept 2024) 

 

3 MEMBERSHIP 

Membership of DADSC is not restricted to those with a disability and is open to anyone 
who sympathises with DADSC’s aims.  

As at 31 March 2025 there were 62 fully paid-up members of DADSC, compared with 63 
at the start of the year.  A further 21 members had not kept their annual membership 
subscriptions up-to-date, but they are kept on the distribution list for the DADSC 
Bulletins.  DADSC’s revenue from membership subscriptions (£340) declined from the 
previous year (£380).  

 

4 DADSC Accessibility Improvement Initiative – Summary 

DADSC continues to advocate for enhanced accessibility at KDM Group East End Park, 
recognising its current strengths while identifying critical areas for improvement. Key 
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concerns include the inaccessibility of the Main Stand’s first floor and other sections of 
the stadium for wheelchair users and individuals with mobility challenges. 

In response, the DAFC Supporters’ Council established a Disability Access Group in 
2014 to explore solutions, laying the groundwork for DADSC’s fundraising and 
proposals. Notable submissions were made to DAFC Ltd in 2018 (lift access to the First 
Floor) and 2019 (accessible toilet facilities for hospitality areas). 

DADSC committed to funding the improvements, initially targeting £55,000, which was 
achieved in December 2022. Due to rising costs, the target was increased to £75,000 
and met by March 2024. Throughout 2022/23, DADSC engaged with DAFC Ltd’s 
Chairman and Director Drew Main, securing support and collaboration with stadium 
sponsors KDM Group. 

In 2023/24, KDM Group conducted surveys and commissioned architectural plans, 
proposing an external lift to access Legends and the Rennie Suite, along with an 
accessible toilet in Legends. Due to cost constraints, Charlie D’s was excluded. The 
proposal was approved in principle by DAFC Ltd’s Board on 8 April 2024, contingent on 
full funding by DADSC and subject to stadium owner approval and planning consent 
from Fife Council.  

The present situation is Planning Permission for the lift access project was granted 
several months ago. However, progress has been delayed due to issues arising from the 
Building Warrant submission. While most queries raised by Building Control have been 
resolved, one key issue remains outstanding. 

The Structural Engineer is unable to certify the design without a detailed specification 
for the lift shaft cladding. Unfortunately, specialist cladding contractors are only willing 
to produce such a design with a confirmed order, creating a ‘chicken and egg’ situation. 
Although Kingspan, the cladding supplier, provided ORA Architects with a list of 
recommended subcontractors, only one responded to requests for input. 

ORA has attempted to engage KDM Group to identify potential subcontractors they 
have previously worked with who might assist, especially if future work is expected. 
However, these efforts have not yet yielded results. 

DADSC remains committed to raising the additional funds required and working 
collaboratively to deliver meaningful accessibility improvements. 

4.1 Disability Awareness 

DADSC’s activity to raise awareness of disability issues helps achieve a key objective in 
maintaining DADSC’s charitable status. 
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The DADSC Facebook page continued to be well-received by over 1,200 followers, with 
a reach for some individual posts of up to 10,000. Each day at 1pm a new meme or post 
was published, either giving news about DADSC or aiming to increase public awareness 
of issues around disability and accessibility. 

Graham Ross continues to lead the Match Buddy scheme in his role as DAFC’s 
Disability Access Officer, ensuring its smooth operation and ongoing development. His 
commitment to recruiting and training new Match Buddies has been instrumental in 
maintaining the quality and reliability of the service, which remains highly valued by 
both home and away supporters. 

4.2 Co-operation 

DADSC is a member of the Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations (No 5197) and 
of Fife Voluntary Action. 

 

5 SUMMARY 

DADSC expresses deep gratitude for the ongoing support from fans, the public, and 
grant-making bodies. The organisation remains dedicated to improving accessibility 
and disability awareness within football and the wider community. 

 
The report was approved by the Trustees and signed on their behalf by the Chair: 

  DATE:  6th November 2025 
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PAGE 5 IS INTENTIONALLY BLANK AND UNUSED 

 

PAGES 6-11 (shown as pp1-6 of 6) CONTAIN: 
(1) THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR 2024/25  

AND  
(2) THE INDEPENDENT EXAMINER’S REPORT  
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30th September 2025 
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